234                                1500-1660

to make a desert and call it peace, not so easy to replant that
desert. Veteran soldiers, mostly of the trading class, did not
make good agricultural colonists, and though many of the
dispossessed Irish crept back to their homes as mere labourers,
the claims of Cromwell's settlers blocked the way to any fresh
settlement. The events of 1689 completed the chaos. The
penal laws against the Catholics put every Romanist proprietor
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at the mercy of informers, and the English terror of a prosperous
Ireland, that might prove again a source of power to the Crown
against the English people, caused them to nip in the bud every
Irish effort at industrial development. It was a fatal policy;
it drove Iribh enterprise and Irish wool overseas to France, and
the result of this proved mom hurtful to English trade than
anything that Ireland of herself could have? done. The attempt
to anglicize a subject race had failed, but it left the legacy of
an English garrison, an object of hatred to the mass of the people.
The disaster of Ireland might have been repeated in the new
world, but for the 3,000 miles of water that rolled between, the
home colonial policy continued to be of the most selfish kind,